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NOTICE: You Do NOT Have the Right  
to Reprint or Resell this Manual! 

 
You Also MAY NOT Give Away,  

Sell or Share the Content Herein 
 
 
© 2015 Copyright DrewLaughlin.com. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by 

any information storage and retrieval system, without written permission from the author, except for the 

inclusion of brief quotations in a review.  

Legal Notice 

The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the date of publication. Because of 

the rate with which conditions change, the author reserve the right to alter and update his opinion based on 

the new conditions. This book is for informational purposes only. While every attempt has been made to verify 

the information provided in this book, neither the authors nor their affiliates/partners assume any 

responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. Any slights of people or organizations are unintentional. 

You should be aware of any laws, which govern business transactions or other business practices in your 

country and state. Any reference to any person or business whether living or dead is purely coincidental. 

Every effort has been made to accurately represent this product and its potential. Examples in these materials 

are not to be interpreted as a promise or guarantee of earnings. Earning potential is entirely dependent on the 

person using our product, ideas and techniques. We do not purport this as a “get rich scheme.” 

Your level of success in attaining the results claimed in any of our materials depends on the time you devote 

to the program, ideas and techniques mentioned your finances, knowledge and various skills. Since these 

factors differ according to individuals, we cannot guarantee your success or income level. Nor are we 

responsible for any of your actions. 

Any and all forward looking statements here or on any of our sales material are intended to express our 

opinion of earnings potential. Many factors will be important in determining your actual results and no 

guarantees are made that you will achieve results similar to ours or anybody else’s, in fact no guarantees are 

made that you will achieve any results from our ideas and techniques in our material. 
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Other Products  

 

Client Getting P.L.A.N. – Discover how to get all the clients you can handle without 
cold calling or spending a dime on marketing. 

http://ClientGettingPlan.com 

 

Marketing Consultant PLR – If you’re a local marketing consultant and you want to 
really increase your income then using pre-made content is the fastest way to reach 
your goals. We have tons of done-for-you products that you can use in a matter of 
minutes to help grow your business – and your client’s business as well! 

http://MarketingConsultantPLR.com 

 

Sales Training Weekly – Even if we don’t want to admit it we are ALL in sales. We 
only make money when we sell our products or services. It’s really that simple. If you 
want to get better at selling then check out our site of over 52 bite-sized lessons that 
will help you close more deals without any pressure. 

http://SalesTrainingWeekly.com 
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Case Study: 20 Article Openings  

(With Examples) 

 
Want to know what one of the biggest challenges most writers face in crafting their 
own original ezine articles (and other content as well, for that matter). It's not coming 
up with ideas or outlining or creating a resource box.  
 

It's getting started. 
 
That's right, the opening paragraph is one of the biggest challenges most writers face. 
Once they get started writing - once they get in the flow - it's much easier. 
But, that start can be difficult. Especially if you write a lot. 
 
So, I've put together a set of 20 "openings" (along with an example of each) you can 
use to quickly begin writing your own content. 
 
There are three basic uses of this swipe file  
 

1) Use the openings as a FOUNDATION. In other words, use them simply 
as a starting point - a place to begin building your article. 
Instead of saying something boring (no offense if you've been doing 
this!) like "In this article I'm going to explain...", use these 
openings to generate interest in what you're about to say.  
 

2) Use the openings as a FOCUS. Every article needs to have an 
"angle". An approach. A perspective. Some method of emphasizing a 
position in an interesting, original way. Writing is art. Every 
piece doesn't have to be a masterpiece, but a good craftsman isn't 
ordinary. Uniqueness counts.  
 

3) Use the openings as a FLOW. Your introduction should quickly make a 
smooth and seemless transition into the main bulk of your content. 
Said another way, your opening sentences should allow the reader to 
move easily to the information they are interested in consuming.  

 
So, let's take a look at 20 "openings" you can modify for your own use....  
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Note: In each of these templates, I will be using examples related to "tennis". Why 
"tennis"? Because if these templates can work for the topic of "tennis", then they can 
be used for ANY topic. Bottom line: these aren't just "business-related". 
1. "There must be some reason why some _________ outperform others." 
 
This opening is all about informing the reader that some people have an advantage 
over others. And, in order to level the playing field, they need to follow the advice in 
your article.  
 

Example: "There must be some reason why certain tennis players win 
more matches than others. Said another way, if two equally skilled 
tennis player compete ... why does one get to go home a winner and 
the other a loser?" 

 
2. "I've always been impressed with those who could __________."   
 
This opening allows you to mention a specific result that is desired to, not only you, 
but the reader as well. Your article teaches the person how they too can experience 
the desired result.  
 

Example: "I've always been impressed with those who could hit a 
backhand winner on the run. It never came easy to me and I have 
marvelled many times when others seem to hit that shot so 
effortlessly. Then, I figured out their secret..."  

 
3. "Do you find yourself _________?" 
 
This opening is a good one because it allows the reader to identify with what you're 
writing about. When they say "yes" to your question, then they know the article is for 
them ... and they'll read on to discover what they can do about the problem they face. 
 

Example: "Do you find yourself double-faulting a lot? For years I 
gave away point after point - usually in critical times during my 
matches - by hitting into the net or just beyond the service box. 
Finally, I paid for a lesson from the local pro and this is what he 
taught me..."  

 
4. "Many _________ have the erroneous belief that if they ___________".  
 
This opening can be used to dispel a myth, point out a misconception, or rule out a 
mistaken belief. The main point is to correct some wrong-thinking, replacing it with a 
correct alternative. 
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Example: "Many club level players have the erroneous belief that if 
they can hit their strokes harder they'll win more points, games 
and matches. Unfortunately, harder doesn't necessarily mean better. 
Here's a better choice for an unbreakable serve... "  

5. "In order to make the best __________ decision for you, several factors 
need to be considered." 
 
This opening is great for articles written to help readers make informed decisions. The 
idea is to share a set of things the reader should consider prior to making a selection 
or choice. 
 

Example: "In order to make the best racquet selection for you, 
several factors need to be considered. You want the racquet most 
suited to your game ... the racquet that will enable you to perform 
at your peak level. Warning: Don't buy a tennis racquet until 
you've answered the following five questions...  

 
6. "There is some debate among ________ about the best way to 
_________." 
 
This opening is a good opportunity to share several different viewpoints and then 
explain what you considered to have the most merit among those perspectives. In 
most cases, there are a variety of methods taught pertaining to a particular topic - 
which should the reader follow? Why?  
 

Example: "There is some debate among club tennis pros about the 
best way to improve your game. Is it repetition of drills? Playing 
against better competition? Implementing a strategy? Here's what 
I've done to personally go from 3.0 to 4.0 in less than 12 
months..."  

 
7. "I'm sure by now you are well aware that _________ . What you may not 
be aware of is ________ ."  
 
This opening allows you to build upon something that is already well known among 
your readership. You can share an advanced tactic, list additional ways to do 
something, reveal some hidden secret or expand upon the concept in some way.  
 

Example: "I'm sure by now you are well aware that you play better 
with certain racquets than you do others. What you may not be aware 
of is that you can also improve your play with certain racquet 
STRINGS. Here's how..."  
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8. "Can you imagine a car without a steering wheel or a stereo without 
speakers? That's what many ________ are like. They are incomplete. Here 
are 10 things... ".  
 
This opening can be used to lead the reader into content revealing various resources 
that they should possess in order to be successful in their pursuit. Point out things 
that are typically missing and things that are "optional" but highly recommended.  
 

Example: "Can you imagine a car without a steering wheel or a 
stereo without speakers? That's what many tennis players are like 
when they hit the courts. They are incomplete. Here are 10 things 
you should carry in your tennis bat to every match..."  

 
9. "Sometimes in order to succeed we need to learn how not to fail. There are 
many things you should do to succeed in _______, but there are also some 
things that you should NOT do..." 
 
This opening launches into any kind of article that is used to point out mistakes to 
avoid in pursuing a topic related goal.  
 

Example: "Sometimes in order to succeed we need to learn how not to 
fail. There are many things you should do to succeed in tennis, but 
there are also some things that you should NOT do..."  

 
10. "If you're tired of _________ , then here's what you need to do in order 
__________. " 
 
This opening is a perfect intro the classic "problem/solution" article. You identify a 
common problem that likely has the reader frustrated and then you launch into an 
article that provides a solution.  
 

Example: "If you're tired of running out of energy late in the 3rd 
set of your matches, then here's what you need to do in order to 
finish strong with plenty left in your tank..."  

 
11. "The importance of _______ is talked about all the time. But is it really 
THAT important?"  
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This opening is a nice option for any article that wants to offer another perspective on 
a common view within your market. Whether it is agreeing with a view and then 
explaining how to accomplish it, or disagreeing with the view and then explaining why, 
this is a nice opening to garner attention.  
 

Example: "The importance of a big serve is talked about all the 
time. But is it really THAT important at the club level? There are 
at least three ways to out-serve your opponent without overpowering 
them that are even more effective..." 

 
12. "One of the most interesting __________ I've ever seen..."  
 
This opening is a perfect introduction to any kind of "case study" article that highlights 
some method of achieving a desired result. If you are going to share an example (and 
possible explain that example) of what works effectively, this is a great way to start 
the article.  
 

Example: "One of the most interesting drills I've ever seen for 
doubles is having two teams line up opposite each other midway 
through the service box and hit nothing but volleys back and forth 
as hard as possible." 

 
13. "Perhaps the question I get asked the most about __________ is..."  
 
This opening offers a nice setup for any article that answers a frequently asked 
question. Use it to reveal what the question is and then move quickly into the main 
body of your article.  
 

Example: "Perhaps the question I get asked the most about 
tournament tennis is 'where can I find tournaments to enter?'" 

 
14. "Most of us are familiar with the story of __________".  
 
This opening allows you to illustrate the point of your article by using a familiar story 
such as a fairy tale, movie plot, television show storyline, etc. Opening with some sort 
of pop culture reference is a great way to get the reader digging deeper into your 
article.  
 

Example: "Most of us are familiar with the story of David And 
Goliath. You know the drill: little David pulls out a sling and a 
stone and down goes big Goliath. It's been my experience that every 
tennis player has a Goliath; some giant of a player who seems 
virtually unbeatable. Want to know how to pull out your racquet and 
slay the giant? Here's how... " 
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15. "The word ____________ is not a favorite of many people."  
 
This opening can be used to make a reference to a word or phrase that generally 
conjures up negative feelings and then launch into an article that (a) "looks on the 
bright side" of that word, or (b) explains how to avoid experiencing the effects of that 
word.  
 

Example: "The phrase 'double-fault" is not a favorite of most 
tennis players. And, like Murphy's Law, they seem to happen at the 
worst possible moment...with a game, set or even match on the line. 
Here are 3 ways to avoid the dreaded double..."  

 
16. "If there is one lesson that I have learned well as a __________, it is 
this..."  
 
This opening allows you to share some lesson that you've learned related to the topic 
of your article. Specifically, it gives you the opportunity to share a singular "most 
important" insight based on your months/years of experience.  
 

Example: "If there is one lesson that I have learned well as a 
tennis player, it is this: in order to improve your play, it is 
necessary to play those who are better than you...even though it 
will probably mean getting spanked in the process. Here's why..." 

 
17. "Never underestimate the power of ________" .  
 
This opening is a great introduction to any article that wants to explain how some 
basic fundamental truth or practice should not be ignored, but rather embraced in 
order to achieve a desired result.  
 

Example: "Never underestimate the power of a positive attitude on 
the court. I've seen players lose to lesser-skilled opponents over 
and over again because it's in their heads that they can't win 
against that particular opponent. So, how can you stay positive and 
even expectant on court? Try these 3 techniques..." 

 
18. "When ________ happens, it can be an especially difficult and confusing 
time."  
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This opening is a nice segway into an article that teaches what to do when something 
bad happens ... how to solve, overcome or cope with some hardship or problem..  
 

Example: "When an injury forces you off the courts for an extended 
period of time, it can be an especially difficult and frustrating 
time. However, there are some things you can do while you are 
healing to actually improve your game." 

 
19. "When is it time to ___________? Here are some indicators to look for... 
"  
 
This opening allows you to share some things the reader can look for in order to 
determine if it's time to make some kind of change.  
 

Example: "When is it time to quit playing singles and only play 
doubles? Here are some indicators to look for..."  

 
20. "If you can __________, then you can ________."  
 
This opening is one of my all-time favorites because it allows you to set some simple 
criteria that, if accomplished, will produce a desirable result. HINT: The easier the 
qualification, the better!  
 

Example: "If you can pick up a racquet and make contact with the 
ball, you can make part-time income during the summer as a tennis 
instructor by running your own one-day tennis clinics."  

 
So, there you have it, 20 great openings for your next ezine article.  
 
Now, there's no excuse to keep you from getting started. J  
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